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tl '✓ j£," ~ rff~~ WA HI N TON WORK /PRI VATE TIME 
FREE EVE NIN 
REMAIN OVERNI GHT - MA ISON DE SAU SS URE 
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t Br k s t t R s id nc ( m) 
ing with ni or Ad v isors 
ry M tin g with G n r l Ser try Garb ch v 

orking Lu nch with nior Advi sors 
WAHINGTON WORK /PRI VATE TI ME 
Pl n r y M ting with G n r l Seer tary Gorbachev 
WASHI NGTON WORK/PRIVATE TIME ----
Small Dinn r ho s t d by Sov i t s @Asr) 
REMAIN OVERNIGHT - MAI SON DE SAUSSURE 

GE NEVA, SWITZ ERLA ND 

We dne s d a y, 20 , 1985 

Pri vate Breakfast at Re side nce (a m) 
Briefing with Senior Ad vi sors 
Plen ry Mee ting with Ge ne ral Secretary Gorbachev 
Working Lunch with Senior Advisors 
WASHINGTO N WORK/PRIVATE TIME 

\/ Plenary Mee ting . with Ge neral Secretary Gorbachev 
WASHINGTON WORK/PRIVATE TIME 
Reception host ed by Swiss Go~ 
Small Dinner host e d by U.S. 1VAS.: 
REMAIN OVERNIGHT - MAISON DE SSURE 

• GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

Thursday, Novemb e r 21 , 1985 

Private Breakfast at Residence (am) 
SCHEDULE TBD 
Private Lu·nch 
Depart en route Brussels, Belgium (2:00 pm*) 
Arrive Brussels, Belgium (3:30 pm*) 
Depart en route Andrews Air Force Base (6:00 pm*) 
Arrive Andrews Air Force Base (8:30 pm *) 
Depart en route U.S. Capitol (8:35 pm*) 
Arrive U.S. Capitol (8:45 pm *) Q__DDJZES9 
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Unilcd 'Latcs Department of State 

Wash ington , D.C. 20520 
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SUBJECT : 
Date : 
Time : 

--P.1,ace : 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

Impromptu Toasts by the Two Principals 
Novem ber 19 , 1985 
circa 9 : 15 PM 
Soviet Mission , Geneva , Switz er land 

General Secr e tary Gorb a c he v' s Rema rks 

Gen e ral Secretary Gorbachev rose and r e marked that he was 
happy to ha ve e ve r yone he r e togeth e r, and th e re would certainly 
be no spee ches at thi s d inn e r . However , he said he want ed a t 
this t able t h is evening , whe re such a good atmosphere reigned , 
to welcome t he President and Mrs . Reagan . (Mrs. Reagan 
remarked to th e Soviet interprete r that th e General Secretary 
had referr2d to he r as " N,rncy .") He welcomed Presid e nt Reagan 
and h is Ame ric an coll eagues to t he Soviet Mission, on t h is 
"little b it of t he Sovi e t Union ." 

He said th a t e ve r yo ne pr ese nt knew th e reason why they were 
in Ge ne va . Ye t, he sa id the f a ct that th ey had relaxed a 
little bit at t h i s dinner did not mean that they would neglect 
t he reasons why t hey had come here . He added that his purpose 
in rising to speak was not to bring up the seriousness of the 
r ea sons why they wer2 in Gen e va. He said that first, he simply 
wan ted to greet his guests very cordially. 

He said that speak ing in human terms, he was happy to get 
acquainted with his guests and he expressed the hope that it 
would be pos s i ble to i:1.C hi e ve the kind of understanding and 
spirit in which it would be possible to discuss "people" 
problems . 

He noted t ha t one day of t he meetings had passed, and only 
one day was left. He said he wanted to recall a line from the 
Bible to express th e Soviet side's desire as to how the 
mee tings should go. The Biblical quotation was to the effect 
t ha t there is a ti me to throw stones , and there is a time to 
gather them; now is the time to gather stones which have been 
c ast in the pas t. The se ven years in which there were no 
meetings between th e Presidents of the United States and the 
Ge neral Se cr e tarie s of the Soviet Union were filled with 
consid e r able change s in the world. It would be possible to 
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other s ou gh t to work all nigh t. ) He suggested tha t, j o kes 
aside, he and the Presid ent should nev e rtheless c o n tinue to 
work to accomplish th e necessary goals . 

He said he wished to raise a toast to the Pr es ident , to 
Nancy Reaga n , an d to the U. S . people , whom t he Soviet pe o ple 
r ega rd so highly ; he wished to drink to the s ucc ess of the 
curr en t t a lks , to an i mproveme nt in U . S .-Sovie t r e l a t i o ns , a n d 

--t o t he resolution of outstanding problems between t he sides . 

Pr es id e nt Reagan ' s Response 

I n res po ns e to Ge n e r al Se cr e tary Gor ba chev ' s remarks , 
President Reagan sa i d t ha t t ne Ame rican d e lega t i on was pleas ed 
to be here in Ge n e vo. on this mission . 

He sa i d that whi l e the Gen e ral Secre t ary was spe aking , he 
had been thinking of vari o us prob l em s being dis cu ssed at the 
t a l ks . He said t ha t previous to t he Ge nera l Se cr e tary' s 
remarks , he had been telling For e ign Minis t er Sh e va r dn ad z e (w h o 
was seated to the Presiden t' s righ t) t ha t i f th e peopl e of the 
worl d were to find out that t here was some a li e n lif e f orm that 
was going t o atta c k th e Earth approa c hing on Halley's Comet, 
t he n t hat kno wl e dge would u n it e a ll t he peopl e s of the world. 

Furt he r, t he Presiden t o bser v ed t ha t Ge n e ral Secretary 
Gor ba c he v had c i t ed a Bibli c al quo t ati o n , a nd th e President, 
also alluding to t he Bible , p o in t e d out th a t Acts 16 refers to 
t he f a ct t ha t " we are all of one b lood rega rdl e s s of where we 
live on the Ear t h ," and we shoul d n e v e r f o r g e t that. 

The Pres i dent quoted The o dore Roo se ve lt to the effect that 
the true goal o f na tion s is p eace with s elf respect. Theodore 
Roos e v e lt loved his pe o p l e as th e current U.S. President and 
Ge neral Secretary lov e th e irs, and Roosev e lt believed in peace 
a n d security fo r h i s peop l e , alt hough s o me of his detractors 
would constru e t ha t t o me a n t hat ther e was something 
mi litari s tic in h i s a ttitude. Yet despit e some such negative 
attitud e s about him , he had been the first person to win the 
No be l Pr ize f o r peace , and that was specifically for his 
efforts d e voted to e n d in g th e Russo-Japane s e War. 

Tl1e P r es i de nt p oint e d out that there was something else 
significa nt about t h i s particular time and this particular 
occas ion. I t was e x a ctl y 4 3 ye a rs ago on this date that the 
So v i e t Army had begin t he counte r a ttack a t St a lingrad which had 
a ct ua lly turned the war a round. The President suggested that 
thi s 43rd a nn i v ersary o f t hat e v e nt could also be the beginning 
of ye t a n o ther turning poi nt f o r a ll ma nkind -- one that would 
make , i t p o ssible to ha v e a worl d o f p ea c e and freedom. 

S-E€ R:E'f/ S ENSI11?IX/E 
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The Pr e sident raised his glass to the General Secretary and 
Mrs. Gorbachev, to the Soviet people, to peace, freedom, to our 
great nations, and to the peoples of the world -- that they may 
have a world of peace and freedom. 

Drafted by: William Hopkins, Department of State, Staff 
Interpreter 

SECRET/SE NSITIVE 
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c= : :- ::.-::: cr:e\· incic.=-.: ~c :::--.c: : L :-. -::- ::=- :- c5.:. ·:'.f- r. : 2l reacy :-. .=.c -::. ;. e Sc\·::.f• : 
asse:ssrr1:::-r;-.: of t he r . ~. -;::,~ ~ it~c,r.. G-:.- ~:--~ -:- r.-=-~ \•:a nted 1:0 E: r.'.~ ::~2size 
it be c 2use. i t wa s t ie kev oue ~t io~ 0~ the ir rneetinG . It would 

_.....dE::i nE ~ hE- :tnu rc:: poli tic2 i c.ial ogus D::: -.:•..,,e E:n the t wo countries,· 
the ~a t ure of the Ge n~va ne go tiat ions, t he c u1:come of important 
d eci sion~ o~ domestic ooli c v i n b0 t h c6 un ~ri e s . It aooeared that 
t h e Pres i d P.n t v.·as very. c ommitted t c t he cevelopment, t.~sting , and 
~epl c ymE: nt o~ sp~ce we a?on s . The 3 o v .:.e t s wou l d have to consider 
and base· t he i ~ policy on this fact . Th e Soviets had heard 
similar v {ews expressed by many of the Pr e sident's advisers . But 
these we re o nly advis e rs. The President had the ultimate respon­
sibility . Gorbache v s ometimes had felt tha t the President 's · • 
advisers f eare d the Pres i dent's prestige would suffer if he ·gave 
up SDI. Gorbachev was "500 percent" convinced that the President 
would in fact benefit f r om such a decision . 

The Pres i de nt e xp r e:sse d conce rn -: h.at the discussi on had · gone 
too far and s ugge sted a n0re reasonable aoG ro a ch . Th e two ~ides 
had a~.:- ~ed to a r~ducti0n in st:-at~g 1c c~~~~s i v e we2pons 6~ 50 
percent . It ~a s u~ fc.rt u~ ate tha t chis ~ 2 s be inq frustrate d 
b~cc~s e t l-:E- Scvie :.s o b~e q_tec tc er c:·:.-::.2;-:-,e, -.: t c cs -:. E:- rr..:.:::.e if tr-.e ·r ,e 
v.·as a Oe.fe:-:sE- c-Cc::.,.'-s :..· :r:u ·::l.ea r m.:.s :s ::. ~-=-: . • 1 -::. · ·.,,,o ·J lc bs ye:2.rs befor'e _ 

. . ,, 
b~ ~ , ·e.\·e~(( • ·, •,, • 

in re incc.~r: 2ti o:--: . !"'=:· ~. ::. ::::.s t hs :c=:-<='~ .'i c e ::.: : , . 2 p .:- ev i ous 1 :.,;.e ha.c" .' 
r.> Cer: the i:-:•.·er,tc1.:- of t ns sr . .:. elc . 2.r. :c,~- c~ss, tne r·.:-esid-=:r:t • 
!.>E-.!.1e~'ed tr12t -:::r-~5 ': a::c _::-.:-c•5 ; ,<2 c:.s £c:- ::-.::<=.:::~ woul c improve . i:: bo_:th -
sides b"?ca.r. 
rec u c ec: . 

t.o .re:i.y i:C :- E- o ::, cF.:::er, :::s , v:itr: o:::: .:r. :=ive weaoor:s : :Oeip'g ~;-:· 
, _-;; I,: 

G·:-> r ;::;2 ch-=\· c.si.ec .:-::"C:tq;,ii-:::.::.~~y ,-·r;.::.:. \: ::.~ t!'! -? 1.·E:s1.,;lt o: t1:-:: 
Geneva talks thus ~ar. T~ere ha a beer ~e ooti ations, with the 
objectives and sub iec ts~·~learlv CE-te r mi::-: e~ : t ·o stop ths c.rrr-:s . 

· race o n e arth 2nc ~revent its ~~ r e ad t o sn2ce. The.Soviets~h~d ; 
felt that the work- done thus :a!' ir. Geneva would e·nable -the :.·two' _:; .• . 

_leaders to give an impulse to the process in their own meet
1

ing~ '.> ·.-; 
T_he leaders had now met and it seemed clear that the Presiden,t .' • 
:felt that weapons coulc: be introcu c ed into S!)ace. GorbachevO'···. :··. • 
~~ared the negotiations would go bv the ~a y side in this ~a~e. 
What, he aske~, w2s to be done . 

The Pre8i dent replied that, ~here Gcrh~chev saw a threii; we 
saw c.n opportunity . \'>7e shou l c. both ' seE:k tc reciuce_ of:ensive· arms 
b y 50 percent and to determine if defense Waij possible. We could· 
th~n sit down a.nd oec i c s if deployrr,e nt v:as cesirable. ¼e would,;_ 

\•: 
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DATE : 

TIME : 

PLACE : 

PARTICIPAh'TS: 

!·c,·,·'==r:-:;:>e :-, ~ ~·[ : 

8 : 00 P .M. - 10:30 P.M. 

Villa at Sov iet Mission, 
Geneva , Switzerland 

?re~jcer.t ~c-=: c:G :-: 
!I.rs . P.c-sc;2.r. 
S~cre t2ry o ~ St a ~e Gec rae Sfu lTZ 
C~ief 0~ Stc:f~ Dc~a:~ ~:can 
R c be r t C . E -:: : ,: :< c- r: '= , A s s i s t c. n t to t n t= F :: f- : i c ~ r. :: : c, :- F c: ~ i o ;-; a l 

!<r~. E. l-.:-- ~:-.~::,t.::-s:e ::-, ::-. -:-.sr? ~ -=---c.c-:­
Y\-~ 112.o.r:- !"": c., ;, }~i;_= , :rjt. f: r::·ret.f::.-

Ge n e r 2 2. SE: c re- ,: c r ~' Go r b a c he'.' 
Mrs . Gc·rt.2c:-:e'.'c.. 
Fo r ei gr ~i~~~ter Edu2.r~ She vardna~ze 
First Deputy Foreign Minister Georgy Korniyenko 
Jl.mbassador Anatoly Dobrynin 
Amba£ <= ad or Andrei 1-:. Aleksar.drcv-Agentov 
Mr. P. Palazhchenko, InterpretEr 

* * * * 
.,,. + T. * * 

ht the beginning of the dinner, General SEcretary Gorbachev 
announced :hat he had in v ited PrPEident ReaqaP. to come to the 

s..-c~[,,., 1s~ss::':'.":- 1,·E 
[1e c if.. s s i f y : O.Z..D F. F q ~ ·ort f<6 i, 

,; .. ~, 1~1~ .... 



~i~e ~i~~ ~a~ sE~ . A-: ~ta~ ?~i~~ th~ lafi~s ~n~0 u~c E~ -:~a~ 
-::'ley, t.oc:, h2c e):tendeci an i:1\·1"::c i.0r. tc e.::cl: c-::.e:::.-- t.C• co:-.1':: -r.c 
~:'l ei::::- res.:-'ecti \' e co un tries . 'l'iKre v.·2s rrt.: cr. jcr::.nq tc t.~;e e:::ec t 
the"': t--'.r~ . Re.::SJ2.r. coul ci cor.1':: alo:r.e i: P:::-e si 6E-rit R-2ag,:r c-oulc r.o-: 
m=.ke it. 

h"her. the ca v i2.r 1,,;o s servec , President P.e agar. spoke of stur ­
aeon in the Sacramento River and Gorbachev told Mrs . Reagan o~ 
the builqi ng of hydroelectri c dams en the Volga , w0ich had ceci­
mated much . of - the beluga i~ the Caspian Sea . They ·had rnade some 
mistakes , he said , but now they were rectif ied and the fish were 
thriving . 

Mrs. Reagan asked Gorbachev about tour ism in the Soviet Un­
ion, and he told her at length about the Soviet tourist 
industry , how it was bei ng b~ilt up and expanded, and at the end 
joked about the fact that tourism ribt only builds international 
u nde rstanding , but brings foreign currency into the Soviet · 
l::1 i or-.. 

Addre~s:ng him s el~ to M::::-s. Re a gan and . Mr. McFarlane, Gorba- . 
c h e\· O:: ?d~-= o:: ~u ss i~r. r...:s~cn·, about the f2c:: that Russia had 
~::-:ec cs c. buffer- :;:-,0'ne' fo!:" E~!:""ope throughout the centuries. · 
?ussi2 itsel:: ~ ~ s invaded by the Mongols o: Central Asia and '. 
-+: h Erefore , he ~aic, "Scratch a ·Russian ar:c find a Tar.tar." Be-

_causE ?u8sia ha d ~eer. Europe's buf:er, he said, it had fallen · 
b~h in~ . !~ h2~ expe r ien ced many invas.:on~, from the Mongol~ to · 
~(~po::...-=-:c~, , !;Ot tc-- r.:ent.ior: t-... .. -c v-·orlc wars. t:e\·e.:::-theless, ·R1...:ssi2 
t ~~ a:~E' '~ be~~ abl e to recu?e .:::-2te from he~ wo~ncs and build u~ 
he ~ s:.:-- snc-:. :-:. 

Dur in c the cou.:::-se o~ thE din~er, perhaps tc encour2.~e his . ' 
c ues ~~• 2c~9tite, Gorbachev cuo t e~ th~ ?ussia~ Ecientist Ti rn ~.:::-~ . 
~- 2z e ., v: r,~ • .Sc.ic:3" the -:. :u::c v-·2; thE- C~8Scst r;-,a:-. c0uld come to COr, -
• 'I . 

r.:~r-:i:-: c:- ,.,,: ~:-. r. c ~:..: r ':::' . ;~.., · ' 
(ti.·:·., 

z.:rs . G,:,rb2ch-= v sai c. tr.at .Zl..meri car; playv.-rigb.ts were very pop­
ular _;,_r. -':.h'= Scviet lir1ior: , Especia lly Tennessee Williams and 
Albee . The Gorbachevs had recently seen a Moscow production of 
Who's A!r 2.id of Virginia Wolf? and argued at the table about who 
ha d given the better portrayal Elizabeth Taylor or the Rui-
sian actress . 

Mr s . Reacan 2sked about the Scvi~t film in~ustry and wa~ 
told b y Go!"cache\· and Kurr: i~-·e:nko about th12 l"l)an·y filrr. studios ,ir. 
va r ious par ts of the country . ~~ree of the largest are in Mos­
cow . 

S'r:CPET I SfKC T:JVE 
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[~ ~0~ . Gorbache,· ~ h~~ tc lf her thai:. his a ~t~ - alcohc:i£re care -
0 2icrr: was a hucE su c-c'?s.s ar,c en~oveo cre::a:. cr~s~ -roots suooori:. . 
to~~ee shops a;d ice crea~ parl;r; 2r~ ~eco~ing pr0~itabl~- ~e~­
tures beca ~se peop l e appear to be enjoying them more than h2re 

1~quor . He said that he had thought 2 t the beginning o~ the 
c~mpaigr: tha t moo~shir:e produc~ion would increase , however, they 
found that since the beginning o~ the campaign the consumptic~ 

·-· of sugar has actual ly q0ne down . He explained tha t large 
amounts of sugar were used ir: distilli~g a home b~ew. • 
Apparently , such act ivi ty wa s not being indulged in . 

Mrs. Reaqan and Gorbachev spoke o f their respective families 
and Gorbachev said it was his belief that the family was the · 
foundation of society. He felt that there was a risk now of 
that foun dation eroding. Too many people · were living together 
without b~nefit of marriage, and there were too many single­
parent families, especially among European Russians. · This was . 
not the case in Central Asia; he said,· where the average family 
had 5~6 children and two and even three generations al l live 
toaether in one house. He s a id that he · meant to speak abou i 
family values at the next Partv Congress. 

' 
IMPRO!-~PTU TOASTS 

Ge ne rc.2. So::-c:-et.a.r:· Go!-bc.chev .:::-c,se a. r: c rerr,2:·ked that he was .. 
ha??:· -:.c • have e,·e :-yo :-;e he re to9ether, and t.hc-re wo1Jla certainl~· • 
bE nc sDf- -= C~;e s 9-t t..his c.:.r.r.e.::. ~o""·E:•,•e::-, he sa.ic: he ....... ·antec 1·at ~­
this ta ~le this evening, vhere suet a. good atmosphere r~ig~ed, · 1

. 

tc ~e:corne th~ Presi dent a.nd Mrs. Reaga~. (~::-s. Rea.can iernarki6 · 
- : , •' • ... ''7 •• 

t o ~he Soviet interpre ter ~that th e Gene::-a: Se2ret2~y h~t : 
re£el."r e a tc her 2;= "!-~a.nc \"'~"'·" ) He we lcor:ec F'~:esider;t Rea.can .and 
his Americ an colleaques-¢ ... :t o the Soviet t-Ession,· on ·this "little · 
bi t o·: the Soviet Un ior.. '' 

Ee said that everyone present knew the reason why they were 
in Geneva. Yet, he said the fact that they had relaxed a -little · 
bit at this dinner did not mean _that they would · neglect the - • • 
reasons why they_ had tome here. He added that his purpose in . 
risinq to spe ak was not to bring up the seri0usness of the • 
r eason s why they were in Geneva . He said that first, he ·~imply 
wan ted to greet his gueE" ts very c o rc5.ially. 

',. 

. '. 

I • 
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✓---
/ P.e nc-tec. t:.h2:: c:- , ':" c5ay of the meetin gs hac J=.,c ~sec:, anc or.ly 
one dav ~as le~ ~ - Ee sai~ he wanted to r ecall a line from the 
Bible io e.-xDress ~he Soviet side 's desire as to how the meetings 
shoulc g c . -The Biblical quotation was to the effect that re 
is a time t.o t h :-cv st.o:-ies, 2.nc there . is a time to aather them ; 
now is the ti.me to a athe r stones · w ich e been ca i n t he 
past. The seven years in which there were no meeting s be twee n 
the ~residents of the United States and the Genera l Se cretaries 
of the Soviet Un i on were filled with consi d erabl e chan g e s i n the 
world. It woul d b e possible to 

. cescribe and exp l a in what happened in the world during that _time . 
and mu c h cou ld be sa id by way of explana tion. More important 
than ihat, however , is the lesson 'bf t h o se times, namely, that 
the President and the General Secretary mu st mee t and talk about ­
where the two c ou~ tries are , and how they view each other, and ·. 
how the two countries i~ten~ tc build thei r re Jat ions in th i s 
Dany - facet~c: wo rld c ~ curs . Ee said . that t h e curre nt day was 
~ani~g anc in 2 p ~ ~itivP ~t~c s~he re at t.hat ~ He n Gted that ·t he 
~arti c ipan ts ha~ :~if ' out t hei r po si t i o ns on 2 b r e ad ran ge : o f i 
0:-oblerns ct c0~cer~ to £h e lSSR and the U.S. an d to a l l of t h e 
n2tions of the world . Ee s si d he ha d noti ced t h e wo rd 
11 re s pon s ib:.lity" u sec ::req-uel1 t2-y in r ela t ior, t c. th i s me eting. · 

-✓ Ee s 2.i d b o ~h ~he Fresiden~ ar6 he unders t o od t ha ~ the frequent 
~se 0 ~ tha~ v~r~ i~ itsel~ es~t2 sizet th e ~espo ~ sibility the y 
bo r e as wo rl~ le a6 e ~s . 

. ,! '.. 
,;i 

Ee c o ~tin~et tha t as~~ ~ 2~ the ~u~~re is con cern ed, it ca ~ 
be built , :.-: it is buil ~ bv t ;Je t v.·o c e:-ur:t r i es tos,E:ther. That ;··,· 
c~~ be done d esnite all o ~ the cou~tr ies ' differen ces and · t h e · 
depth o : t.h2~-= • c:. .:.. :::E:r';:'r: c ~s .... -- -::.:-.2.t h2::: ::-·c-?:r: , ·::.~ib2. e E:Ver:. ·. ir-: : th~ . 
C. i ~ CU c :: -: r , - . :::: .,__ c ; C: - ~\ ,:: - '- . - - ·'. l' be C =- " <:. C· - .,__ e !i ,... 0 ~.::, -::: c- 0 .;: ITi "'V ~ n c +- C' • - ..;. c- · 

... - - - _ , _ • - i. • - ~ LL \....I. C _ ,: .:.... "-' ._ ._ '- -' J 7 - - ._ - ... • - l '-"' ..L _ _ '- • 
1
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ea c h otte:- throu gh th i s ~etho c 0: ~e etin gs had - begun, and ' i t ~as 
necessary -c. o co::tinue the proc ess of movi ng forward. 

He s a io t h a t i t was true that one cartoonist had sent hi~ a 
c a rtoon which showed him and President Reagan standing on the 
two side s o f t he aby ss. Or. one side was President Reagan and. on 
t h e other s ide was Go rbachev. Re agan calls to Gorbachev across 
t he ab y s s II Gorby , I arr: p r ep c r ed to go my p a r-: o f the w c. y , '' and 
"Gorby '' s2.ys to Reag~ n, "Come a.h ead. 11 Joking aside, he said, if 
the t wo lea.ders go their pc:=;r t o: t h e v..• ay t ogether, they v.·ill t not 
end up i n the abyss finally , b ut . r athe r with a h i gher degre e 6~ 

:•-'l ·'(,• 
, I ' 
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He contii·:u t::' r. tha-: -::.h r~ ere cer-:a:..r. c:ue~tior:s v:.:.. thou~ '-'-·ho se 
e~arni~2ticn i-: woul c. be d~ ~f icul~ tc leave G~neva , an~ he · 
recal led t~~ N~be! D~ize wi~ne r' s lf~ter savinc tha-: he anc the 

....--Preside,.:. s:-10ulc. ~":.ay ir. Geneva a~ long as r1ecessary to resolve 
th~ cuestions o ~ war and pe ace . /E e said he thought at that 
ra-:e -they w0u ~c be there until Christ~as .) He adceo that , 
seriously , there were problems which would require thinking and 
a.n overall 2.pprc-,act . ::::: these quest:.ions are not addres sed , it 
wi ll be difficult to go on , and there wil l be more accusations 
and recrimination. It is evident thclt t he people of the world 
are Eick an d tired o f the mut ual ac c usations and recriminations 
the U.S. and the USSR addressed at eac h other . 

He said that he could not say for sure that the sides would 
reach agreeffien t in the course of the current meetings, even if 
they worl~ed al l night. (He joking1y suggested that all the 
others ou9ht to work all night.) He s·uggested that, joke~-
aside, he and th e Presiden t should nevertheless · co~tinue to work 
tc accompli sh t he ne =essary qoals. 

Ee sa.i c r.e \-:.:.s:--:.e c tc lrcise ·a t oast to the P:-esident, to 
~ancy Re~qan , a ~d "t.~ ~he U.S. oeoole, whom ~he Soviet oeopie 
reg~rd s o . hi? h ~)-: ~e wi ~he d to-drink to the success of-the . 
currer. t t 2 lr: ~, t o a r. :.r.,;:,rov ement in U.S. _-Soviet relations, and 

· to the resc}u ti0~ o ~ outstandina problems between t~e si~e~. : 

In resI:Jc:-. .5= e tc C-E::-ie:-al Secrete.~.:°'° Gcrbachev ' s r~rr,ari:s, 
? res ident Re-- 2.~c.r. sa.ic: trJat. th-s .I,:.,-=::::-icer. CE: l egaticr. v;as ple.csec. 
to · be he =e i~ Ge~e~ 2 c~ this ~~s~~0~. 

, ... •~ 

E E sci 2. c :: h 2 -:: v.' r-. ~ 2. -= the GE:- ::, E- .:- 2. ~ Se c r e t c. :- y v.·:::. s s? ea k i ri g , he. 
ha d ~en thi!!kinq o::- va, -·1ous oro.Slerr.s 6e1.n9 di-scussea at th e • 

. e Sc, l C "t. n 2 \... D re\' 2.. 0 U S t C -:. l": E- GE n er a l Se Cr E- C _ V ~ 

emarKs , he ha c: bee~ tellina Foreign Minister Shevardnadze (who 
e Pre sident's right) t 2. e peop_l.e or e 

find out that t lire torm that 
to attac. the Ear 

eage wou au 

further , the President obs e rved that Gen e ral Secretary 
Gorbachev hac cited a Eiblic~l ouo a ion, 
also alludino to the Bible 

SBCRE!/S~NSllI VE 
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Th e Presiden t c:;u c t e,-: 'T!v20co r~ ?. -: c 5 ':cVE:. t tc t:-,e e:: :::e c": t r.2.-: 
the +:rue goal o: na --ci ons is peace v,it:: se.::.: res?ec:: . 'T::e:o cc:::-e 
Roosevelt lo~ed his ceoole as the cu~~en t C.S. Pres iden~ and 
General Secretar ~• lo~e ~heirs, a~~ ~oc seve:t be!~eve~ i~ p~a c e 
and security for his people. although some o: his det~actors 
would construe that tc mea~ that the:::-e ~as soITething 

·-· militaristic in his at titude . Yet ae~riite sorre such negative 
attitudes about him , he had beer. the -first persc~ to win the 
Nobel Pr{ze for peace, and that was ~pecifically for his efforts 
devoted to ending the Russo - Japanese ~ar . 

The President pointed out that th~re was something else 
significant about this particular time an d this particular 
occasion. It was exactly 43 yea rs ago on this date that the 
Soviet Army had begin the counterattack at Stalingrad which had 
a ctually ~urned the war aro und. T~e President sugge sted that 
this 43rd anniversary of that event could also be the beginning 
of yet another turni ng point for all mankind · -- one t hat would 
make it possible to heve a world of peace an d freedo~ . 

The Pres i cieri t r:; i sec. ~is glass to the Genera 2. Se-ere t 2 ry c nc 
Mrs. Go rba chev, t o ihi Sov i et oeocls , tc pea c e , :::reecio~ , t o our 
great nation s , an d to th~ p~ople s ·o= the ~orld -- tha~ they may 
have a world of peace 2n d freedo~ . 

* 
,.. * * * * 

Gorba chev : arr,i l \. 

The Gcrb achevs have bee~ mar r~el o ~e yea ~ loncer thar: the 
Reagans. Their daughter, a doctor, ~rote he r th~sis i~ medica1 · 1 

school on the e=-fects of alcoho].. o r. t:h e hU,'"':;c :: svstel"!'.. Thei:? • 
• • , • • The ,· - ,:. :::. ' · ,. ~-'- c. - - ~ - • ~ ; - , - - - • - .: 

. ( 

s On - l :!; - - C. \o: l .s 2 s L: r 9 = 0 r. . ~ - ... ... . ~ u '::" . ; I.. '- - ' :::- ..... .. - 1 ' . - ... 0 \, C. • ; C: Cr C. ::1 l.... -

c.auchter live ,-: :. tr. ther. .. }Gb rbacn e \· s c-. :.c tr:e.-t he vv~s c • r.ian of ... • ,. 
cor.~ervativF: value s wher: l!Q•±·t came tc keeping the, family . togethe:::- . . 
The ir grandd augh t er , vho will be si~ i n Januar~·, knows all of· 

• the world leade rs, he said. She v:atches the nev-:s broadcasts ' and 
periodically asks where Mrs. Thatcher is going no~. Mrs. G6rba- -. 
chev added that the granddaughter watches two TV programs: 
"Good Night, Children" and "Vrerr.ya," a news broadcast. 

Gorbachev said t:.hat he and Mrs. Gorbachev had taken two, 
apparently private, vacations to Italy and France. They to~red 
each country by c ar for 21 days. 

•. ! 
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::~ ~ ~ ~rs. Go =~f c he~ t~~ -=~~~~ ~i-=~ ~ ~ ~ c~ E~~~~ ~~t ~er. 
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kr1ar. h2c ,,20G ,.._-ives. t.:pon he:- :-r.:-.~; rn -r e• J-.: c,sc::,-. . .- , t:ie 
gra.ndc.cuqhter c..skec. Go::bache \· \•:h ·.· -: .:1<:-: k~2.r: r.ac: 200 ,.._-i\•es . c~c 

1

he 
on l v had one ·. Gorbachev reD~ iec :. r. 2.-:. thE K!ic:.:--: d :.ci 1x,t have a 
~fi~le phi!osophe:: among his ~i~es, a~~ he ~i~ not kno~ what to . 
cic with the sincle one he hc.c . 

, 

Prepared by: 
Eu~enia Arensburger and 
William Hopkins, 
Department of State 
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Over a long period of time millions of people had engaged in 

such struggles -- in India, Indonesia, in Algiers( where one-and­

a-half million people had died in their struggle for freedo~. 

The Soviet Union did not consider that a way of life could be 

imoosed if a society were not ready for it . These were only 

empty phrases. All these things which happen in the world have 

their national roots. The U. S. should not think that Moscow 

was omnipotent and that when he, Gorbachev, woke up every day 

he thought about which country he would now like to arrange a 

revolution in. This was simply not true . Gorbachev indicated 

that after his interpreter had translated what h e had just 

said, he would like to cqnvey some confidential information to 

Reagan, after which they could move to the next room. 

Gorbachev said that before leaving for Geneva he had received 

some information from the Soviet Academy of Scienc ~cally 

the Institute for Earth Studies, where the scien~vinced 

that there would be a major earthquake in the area of California 

and Nevada within the next three years. Soviet scientists 

had always worked with U.S. scientists on these issues, and 

Reagan probably had knowledge of such information already, but 

this information was in addition to what had already been known. 

The Soviet scientistp considered that the probability of an 
·----- tt ~ a: r~ {.._)..z_ 
earthquake f f ror 7.5 on the Richter scale was two-thirds and 

the probability o f one of 6 or 6.5 was three-fourths. The Soviet 

side was ready to have its scientists give all the details to 

U.S. scientists. They have not yet been published. 

The President replied that he realized that such an earth­

quake was considered to be overdue. He mentioned that~ 

entire area along th< ' Pcicif ic , .1 / Asia, South America and North 
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Foreign Mini ste r s in Geneva last January agreement had been 

reached chat such r ed uc tio ns woul d be negotiated together with 

an agreement halci ng an arms race in space . In other words, 

a r ms reductions must oe viewed 1n their interrelationship wit h 

space weapon s . That ide a had been agreed upon in Geneva in 

January, but he had to note that here it se em s to have 

evaporated. 

The Preside nt said that he did not see these defensive 

weapnns as constitu !_i_~q a part of the arms race in view of what 

he had said just a few moments ago at the table, to the effect 

that if and when such arms were developed, they would be shared 

~ith everyone involved in nuclear weapons. Why could not this 

matt er be set aside in order to see what could be agreed upon 

regarding the sharing of such things? This would enable the 

two sides to determine what policies were available that could 

help all of us to ~et rid of nuclear weapons. 

Without reacting to the President's latter remark, 

Gorbachev said that that was his first comment. His second 

comment regarding the same section of the document he had just 

read wa s to note the suggestion that a separate interim 

agreement be concluded limiting land-based INF missiles with a 

view to eventual complete eliminati on o f such missiles. This, 

too , required further clarification. What weapons would be 

covered in such an agreement , taking into a ccount the existence 

TOP-&E€-R-B-T 
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o f no t o nly U.S. bu: also Br iti s h a n d Fr e nch missiles of tha t 

type? This ha c no: oeen mad e c lear . 

~ e con dly , 1n t he pap e r me n t ionin ~ tn e possiole interi m 

a g r e em e n t on ly land-cas e d me dium-r ang e mi ssiles were mentioned; 

wha t abou t medium - rang e cru i s e missile s launched from aircraft 

or fro m a i rcraft carr i er s? On e had to no te immediately that 

under th e language cont a in ed in the docume n: s ome nuclear 

weapon s would clear ly r emain outside limitati ons; nevertheless, 

the y did exist, t h e y cou l d b ~ fired and naturally should also 

be co vered by an y agree men t . 

Moving on to paragrap h 3 of the same docume nt concerning 

research conduc ted by ea c h side in the area o f strategic ABM 

defense, Gorbachev wanted to as k precisely what the President 

had in mi nd when speaking of suc h res ear c h . He understood that 

basic research in laboratories was unde r. wa y (he meant 

scientific laboratories, of course) but would also note that 

such research should not include the construction of prototypes 
t> 
:: ~ or samples, or their testing. He emphasized that it was 

C 
~ necessary to clari fy the precise meaning of that research. 
c::, 
~ 

The 

~ 

:s 
~ 

reason he was asking this question was that he knew that in the 

<:) 

~ President ' s White House t oday two different interpretations of 
'> 
,s a the ABM Treaty ' s provisions were in existence. One was a 
"2 
~ narrow interpretati o n which had been contained in a number of 
l 
~documents of the U. S. Congress and of the U.S. Arms Control and 
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With som'= emotion Goroachev appealec to th e Presiden: as 

f O 11 ow s : if tne tw o sides were ind eec searchin9 for a wa y to 

halt tn'::- arrr.s rac e anc :. o oegin to de2.: seriously ...,.it r. 

d-1s a:::-mamen~ , then wna~ woulc oe th e ?UrposE- of deploying c. 

weapon that is a s yet unknown and unpredict a ble? Where was th~ 

logic of starting an arms race inane~ sphere? It must 

clearly be understood that verifica tion of such weapons wou ld 

be totally unreliab le because of their ma neuverab ili t y and 

mobilit y even if the y were classified as defensive. People 

would not be in a position to determine what it wa s that would 

be placed into spac e and wduld surely regard it as an 

additional threat, thereby creating crisi s situations. lf •. the 

goal was to get rid of nuclear weapons, why start an arms race 

in another sphere ? 

The President as ked Gorbachev to remember that these were 

not weapons that kill people or destroy cities, these were 

weapons that destroy nuclear mis~i~t~. If there were agr~tment 

that there would be no need for nuclear missiles, then one 

might agree that there would also be no need for defenses 

against them. But he would also urge Gorbachev to remember 

that we we . = talkin g about something that was not yet known, 

and that if i-. ~re known, that would still be years away. Why 

~ 

~ then should we sit here in the meanwhile with mountains of 
~ 

] weaports on each side? 
::s 

1 
~ 

QC 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT : 

·• PARTICIPANTS : 

DATE , TIME 
AND PLACE: 

The PresidRnt ' s First On e -on-One Meeting 
With Genera l Secretary Gorbachev ~ 

U. S . 
The Pre sident 
Thomas W. Simons , Jr ., De puty Assistant 

Secretary of State f o r European Affairs 
Rudolf V. Perina , Dire cto r for European and 

Soviet Aff airs , NSC Staff 
Dimi t ri Zarechnak (Interpreter ) 

USSR 
Genera l Secretary Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
Viktor M. Sukhodrev , Acting De p artment 

Di rector 
Vad i m I. Kuzne t sov , Section Chie f , MFA 
P~ve l P~laz hchenko ( I nterpre ter) 

May 29 , 1 988 , 3:26 p.m. - 4:37 p.m. 
St . Ca ther i ne Ha l l , The Kremlin, Moscow 

Gorb achev s aid he gre eted the President warmly, and wanted to say 
right away that h e was very de t e r mine d to contin ue the growing 
dial ogu e wh ich wa s g a i n i ng momentum in Soviet-American relations. 
They wou ld be going into t h e de t ails later, but he wished to say 
at the ou tset t hat h e thought tha t in r e c e nt years, since the 
statement they had s i gned in Geneva , the r e was r e ason to see 
chang e for the petter, and not only in bila teral r e lations, but, 
thanks t o that, in the wo r l d . The most impor tant result of the 
change was to make the who l e i n t ernationa l climate b e tte r and 
healthier . i-5+--

Gorb a chev went o n to say that b e cause 11ei ther side could have 
done it alone , the Sovie t lead e rship could not have done it 
alone . The two sides h a d to do it toge t her, and had. The re was 
an i mportant symbo l ism i n tha t. The Pres i dent's p e r s ona l contri­
bution haQ counted for a l ot. Gorb a chev emphas ized that he was 
not just sayi ng nice words . ~ 

The Pre sident said that both sides h a d come a long way since he 
first wrote to Gorbachev in 1985 . Histo ry would r e c ord t h e 
period positively, and that was tru e not j u s t f or our r e l a tions. 
As with the INF Accord , they had mad e t h e wor ld a little bi t 
saf~r with some of the things they had done . Go r b ach e v sa i d he 
agreed . The Presid e nt continued that they sti l l h a d muc h t o do . 
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REAGAN-GORBACHEV CO~J ERSATIONS 
Nov e mber 19-20 , 198 5 
Gen e v a , Switzerland 

19, Tet e -a-Te t e , 10:20 - 11:20 AM 

19, AM Plenary, 11:27 AM - 12:15 

19, PM Plenary, (Matlock summary) 

PM 

19, Shultz/Shevardnadz e , Coffee Room 
4:30 PM, 

November 19, Tete-a-Tete, 3:40 - 4 :45 PM 

November 19, Mrs. Reagan's Dinner Conversation 
with Gorbachev, 8:00 - 10:30 PM 

November 19, Impromptu Toast, circa 9:15 PM 

#1914P 

#1922P 

#1928P 

#3989n 

#l929P 

#1911P 

#1906P 

November 19, Tea ho~ted by Mrs. Reagan for #1960P 
Mrs. Gorbachev, 3:45 - 4:30, Maison de Sausurre 

November 20, Tete-a-Tete, 10:15 - 11:25 AM #1949P 

November 20, AM .Plenary, 11:30 AM - 12:40 PM #1940P 

November 20, PM Plenary, 2:45 - 3:30 PM #1950P 

November 20, Mrs. Reagan's Dinner Conversation #l902P 
with Gorbachev 

November 20, After Dinner Conversation #1913P 

November, 20, Tea Hosted by Mrs. Gorbachev for #1962P 
Mrs. Reagan, 4:00 - 5:15 PM, Soviet Mission 


